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F-L-E-X-I-B-I-L-I-T-Y
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

About 30 years ago, my dear friend Larry
“Chap” Lilly gave me some very sage advice.
Based on his decades of service as a prison
chaplain in southern Delaware, Chap told me
that, “The key to prison ministry is flexibili-
ty.” I have never forgotten those words of
wisdom and they have been proven true many
times over my long ministry career.

Speaking of my ministry career, as many of
you know I left The Saints Prison Ministry in
2011 after 24 years as its Founder and
Executive Director. A combination of “burn
out” and a sense that I had taken the organiza-
tion as far as my skill set would allow led me
to search out new ministry opportunities.
Specifically, I wanted to do more preaching
and writing, not only to reach the lost but also
to encourage believers. I also felt compelled
to challenge my fellow Christians to leave
their spiritual comfort zones and to be bolder
in their faith.

Flexibility!

And so, Risk Takers for Christ was born!
Since I could preach and write virtually any-
where, I offered my wife the chance to pick
the “home base” for our new ministry. After
all, Deanna is a country girl, but had willingly
agreed to move to South Jersey when we got
married so I could pursue my calling. After
26 years of living in the shadow of
Philadelphia, I thought she deserved to
choose where we would spend the next 26
years... or more.

More flexibility!

That is how we, as a family, and Risk Takers
for Christ, as a ministry, put down our roots
in Vero Beach, Florida. Deanna has one sib-
ling, a sister who still lives in Vero, and we
fell in love with the tranquility of the area
when we visited her.

Originally, I had planned to just conduct our
Dare 2B Daring men’s conferences and
revival meetings along with writing my daily
online devotional messages. However, after
hearing about my prison ministry back-
ground, some Christian men in the area
expressed interest in leaving their spiritual
comfort zones by going “behind bars.” How
could I say “No?” And so, we started a Risk
Takers softball team and later, a RTC basket-
ball team, too.

Even more flexibility!

Around the same time, God burdened me
with a desire to start ministering to at-risk
youth in our community, once again using
sports as an evangelistic tool. After all, I fig-
ured, how much more effective would it be to
reach these young men with the Gospel
before they got into trouble with the law,
instead of waiting until they were incarcerat-
ed. That simple idea gave birth to our highly
successful Living H2O Initiative, which
attracts as many as 50 at-risk youth every
week for some “Bible and basketball.”

Yep, more flexibility still!

Then, in 2020, came Covid and we were pre-
vented from ministering to inmates in person
for a full year. Fortunately, after a few
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months, we were again permitted access to the church
gym that hosts our Living H2O Initiative. To make up for
the loss of the prison ministry component of RTC, we
expanded our outreach to at-risk youth by adding basket-
ball tournaments and multi-day sports camps. We also
began a postcard campaign to inmates and even offered
them free Mother’s Day cards as well.

Can you say “Flexibility” again?

After a year off from prison ministry, we found that it
was harder to reconstitute our basketball team than
expected. Simply put, a lot of our players had moved on
to other things during the time away and so, I began to
wonder how God wanted us to fill that gap. Well, I didn’t
have to wait long because, after selling our house in
Sebastian and moving into an RV community in Vero,
God led Deanna and I to plant a new church for our new
neighbors, many of whom are elderly and/or snowbirds.
With strong support from our property managers,
Midway Bible Fellowship met for the first time on Palm
Sunday of this year. Even though about a dozen of our
regular attendees are “up north” for the summer, we have

been averaging 10-12 people each week with a high of
17! Deanna and I are praying that once the snowbirds fly
south, our weekly attendance will be in the 25-30 range...
and maybe more!

How’s that for flexibility!

We are thrilled that God has blessed our ministry journey
from South Jersey to
Vero Beach and
from prison ministry
to at-risk youth. And
now, I am serving as
a pastor for the first
time and absolutely
loving it!

Thank you 
so much for 
supporting our
ministry efforts
through your
faithful prayers
and generous
financial gifts. 
To God be ALL
the glory; great things HE has done!

F-L-E-X-I-B-I-L-I-T-Y
continued from page 1
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Find Wisdom
by Alistair Begg

“Whoever gives thought to the word will discover good,
and blessed is he who trusts in the Lord.” - Proverbs
16:20

Wisdom is man’s true strength;
and under its guidance he is
best able to find and fulfill his
reason for living. Wisely han-
dling the matter of life gives to
man the richest enjoyment and

presents the noblest occupation for his powers; and in
this way he finds good in the fullest sense.

Without wisdom, man is like a wild donkey running
here and there, wasting strength that might have been
profitably employed. Wisdom is the compass by which
man is to steer across the trackless waste of life; without
it he is a derelict vessel, the victim of winds and waves.
A man must be prudent in such a world as this or he
will find no good, but will be betrayed into unnumbered
ills. The pilgrim will sorely wound his feet among the
briers of the wood of life if he does not pick his steps
with the utmost caution. He who is in a wilderness
infested with thieves must handle matters wisely if he
would journey safely.

If, trained by the Great Teacher, we will follow where
He leads, we will find good even in the darkness, and
celestial fruits to be tasted, and songs of paradise to be
sung amid the groves of earth. But where shall this wis-
dom be found? Many have dreamed of it without pos-
sessing it. Where will we learn it? Let us listen to the
voice of the Lord, for He has declared the secret. He has
revealed to the sons of men where true wisdom lies, and
we have it in the text, “blessed is he who trusts in the
LORD.” The true way to handle a matter wisely is to
trust in the Lord. This is the sure clue to the most intri-
cate labyrinths of life; follow it and find eternal bliss.
He who trusts in the Lord has a diploma for wisdom
granted by inspiration: Happy is he now, and happier he
shall be above.

Lord, in this sweet evening walk with me in the garden,
and teach me the wisdom of faith.

Devotional material is taken from “Morning and Evening,” written
by C.H. Spurgeon, revised and updated by Alistair Begg. Copyright
© 2003, Good News Publishers

Listening to the Father’s Heart
by Os Hillman

Son, I give you visions on the mountain, but lead you
down to the valley to work out those visions. It is in
this valley that so many of my sons and daughters
faint and give up. Every vision I give will be made
real if you have patience. I am never in a hurry,
because the vision needs to take root in your heart. It
took years for Joseph’s vision to be purified. Many of
my sons and daughters are in such a frantic hurry.
This results in birthing a premature outcome with no
spiritual foundation. I put my sons and daughters
through fires and floods to craft them into shape and
bring them to the place where I can trust them with
my plans. Even before the revelation, I am at work in
them, bringing them into a spiritual place where I can
manifest the vision through their lives.

Then the Lord answered me and said: "Write the
vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run
who reads it. For the vision is yet for an appointed
time; but at the end it will speak, and it will not lie.
Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely
come, it will not tarry. Habakkuk 2:2-3

He sent a man before them - Joseph - who was sold as
a slave. They hurt his feet with fetters,he was laid in
irons. Until the time that his word came to pass, the
word of the LORD tested him. Psalm 105:17-19

Reprinted by permission from the author. To learn more, visit
http://www.MarketplaceLeaders.org

Living H2O Initiative
At a recent Living H2O Initiative,
I shared the life story of Jesse
Owens, one of the greatest track
and field athletes in U.S. and
Olympic history... emphasizing
that, although he was far from a
perfect man, he pursued “educa-
tion, excellence, and endurance.”

We then recognized two young men, Shug and Isaac,
who have been part of our program for the past eight
years, presenting them with gold coins from the U.S.
Mint honoring Jesse Owens. The coins bear Owens’
likeness and the words “Olympic champion, athlete, and
humanitarian.”



www.risktakersforchrist.org page 4

Take a Risk! is a publication of Risk Takers for Christ, PO Box 651421, Vero Beach FL 32965-1421. 
Excerpts may be published or reproduced providing proper attribution is given.

Our Staff & Board Members
Rev. Dale M. Glading, President
Rev. Larry “Chap” Lilly, Vice President
Christopher Glading, Director of Programs and
Publicity
Keith McCrea, Director of Inmate Correspondence
Rebekah Bailey, Director of Communications 
Trustees: Michael Kelley, Steve Navarro, Dr. Matt
Parris, Steve Salis, Rev. Greg Sempsrott 
Advisory Council: Robert Bartosz, Steve Schoch

Risk Takers to Host Star Parker
Star Parker, a nationally syndicated
columnist, author, and TV com-
mentator, will be speaking at a spe-
cial breakfast forum hosted by Risk
Takers for Christ and the Pastors
Association of Indian River County
on Friday, October 14th.

Star is a former welfare mom who
was radically saved and has since founded the Center
for Urban Renewal and Education in Washington DC.
CURE fights poverty and seeks to restore human dignity
through messages of faith, freedom and personal respon-
sibility. Star was also a candidate for the U.S. House of
Representatives in California.

The breakfast forum will be held at the Gifford
Community Center in Vero Beach FL. Seating is limited
to the first 150 people, so please mark your calendar
now. 

To read more about Star Parker, please click on the fol-
lowing link: https://premierespeakers.com/star-
parker/bio

You can also view her powerful personal testimony of
faith at the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7DM-qVFllDM

We Have a QR Code

Point your smart-
phone camera at
this QR code to
receive an uplift-
ing devotional
message each
weekday.

Everyone can use a spiritual lift in the morning, 
especially on weekdays when work, school, and other
demands vie for our time and attention... and sap our
strength. Risk Takers for Christ wants to help by
offering a free weekday devotional message that will
challenge and encourage you in your daily walk.

If -
by Rudyard Kipling - 1865-1936

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or, being lied about, don’t deal in lies,

Or, being hated, don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise;

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master;
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with triumph and disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to broken,
And stoop and build ’em up with wornout tools;

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,

And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on”;

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings - nor lose the common touch;

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;
If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run -
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,

And - which is more - you’ll be a Man, my son!


