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My Long and Winding Journey
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

If you had asked me as a young boy what I
wanted to be when I grew up, I would have
given you one of two possible answers. The
part of me that devoured virtually every biog-
raphy in our school library would have said,
“President of the United States.” After all, I
loved presidential history and could recite the
names of all 36 Commanders-in-Chief in
order - from Washington to LBJ - by the time
I was six.

However, the other part of me, the one that
divided his free time between playing wiffle-
ball in the backyard and baseball at the local
sandlot, would have replied, “a Major League
ballplayer.” Making the All-Star team in my
first year of Little League and our town’s
travel team in my second only fueled that
ambition.

By the time I reached high school, however,
the bubble had burst on my nascent baseball
career. Mr. Little League standout had
become a sore-armed pitcher with pinpoint
control but below average velocity. And
whereas I could provide outstanding defense
at whatever infield or outfield position I was
offered, my coaches had to be less-than-
thrilled by my poor offensive output.

And so, I decided to put all my eggs into the
presidential basket. I joined the political sci-
ence club, signed up for the debate team, and
even ran for vice president of our student
council. I lost that race but won the one for
president of the National Honor Society.

Then I met Jesus.

Within months of my conversion, my life’s
ambition changed as did the path I would take
to pursue it. Instead of running for political
office, I decided to return to the sports arena.
Only this time, instead of seeking a position
on the playing field, I opted for one in the
front office. George Steinbrenner, here I
come!

After two years at St. John’s University in
New York City, where I majored in Athletic
Administration, I transferred to Temple
University in Philadelphia. In 1981, I graduat-
ed Summa Cum Laude with a B.S. in
Community Recreation. Unfortunately, there
was a recession going on and the best job I
could find was in the travel industry.
Following that six-month stint, I landed a
position at a Christian retirement community
as the Director of Recreation. In that capacity,
I also supervised more than 100 volunteers
and headed up the organization’s fundraising
program.

From there, it was a small but significant leap
to starting an athletic prison ministry, which
eventually grew into the nation’s first and
largest such organization. After 24 years as
executive director, I resigned to relocate to
Florida to do some more writing and speaking
as president of Risk Takers for Christ.
However, in short order, I was back behind
bars, sharing my faith in prisons throughout
the southeast. God even opened the door for
me to take a power lifting team to Kenya,
where we ministered to more than 5,000
inmates in 10 different prisons.
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Then came COVID-19…

Not only did the pandemic shut down prison systems
everywhere to outside volunteers, but that dreaded virus
almost claimed me as one of its 1 million victims. While
I recovered, it soon became apparent that my days run-
ning up and down prison basketball courts in 95-degree
heat were a thing of the past. Fortunately, half-court
games in an air-conditioned gym were still possible and
so, I could continue to oversee - and participate in - our
Living H2O Initiative.

Around that same time, Deanna and I decided to sell our
house in Sebastian and move to south Vero to be closer
to our kids and grandkids. But since the real estate mar-
ket was so volatile and home prices were at an all-time
high, my ever-practical wife suggested that we try living
in our 26-foot travel trailer until the dust settled. Well,
after two months as full-time stationary RVers, we dis-
covered that we liked the simpler lifestyle so much that
we upgraded to a 34-footer.

Having put down roots in our new manufactured home
community, Deanna and I were simultaneously burdened
by God to begin holding a weekly church service in our
clubhouse. With the support and encouragement of our
park managers, we launched Midway Bible Fellowship
on April 10, 2022... Palm Sunday.

Just like Jesus rode into Jerusalem on that fateful day, we
rode into a new chapter of our ministry career. I became
the pastor of our new church plant and Deanna has
served as both pianist and hostess. Now in our seventh
month of operation, Midway Bible Fellowship has grown

from six people to 24 and counting... and the snowbirds
aren’t even back yet!

So, there you have it, my friends. The story of how a
sovereign God directed my steps from a presidential
aspirant to a prison minister to a pastor.

“A man’s heart plans his way, but the LORD directs his
steps.” Proverbs 16:9 (NKJV)

My Long and Winding Journey
continued from page 1

Living H2O Initiative Update
At a recent Living H2O
Initiative, we honored two young
men who stepped in and broke
up a fight the previous week.
Trent received a bronze medal
featuring the Tuskegee Airmen
for his courage (Joshua 1:9) and
Tiny was awarded a bronze
medal of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. for being a peacemaker
(Matthew 5:9)

Items Urgently
Needed…
As our Living H2O
Initiative continues to grow,
we are always in need of
bottled water and snacks.
For RTC supporters who
live at a distance, gift cards
come in very handy, too.



www.risktakersforchrist.org page 3

Holy Anxiety
by Alistair Begg

“Do not sweep my soul away with sinners.” 
- Psalm 26:9

Fear made David pray like this, for something whispered,
“Perhaps, after all, you may be swept away with sin-
ners.” That fear springs mainly from holy anxiety, arising
from the recollection of past sin. Even the pardoned man
will inquire, “What if at the end my sins should be
remembered, and I should be left out of the company of
the saved?” He thinks about his present condition - so 
little grace, so little love, so little holiness; and looking
forward to the future, he considers his weakness and the
many temptations that surround him, and he fears that he
may fall and become a prey to the enemy. A sense of sin
and present evil and his prevailing corruptions compel
him to pray, in fear and trembling, “Do not sweep my
soul away with sinners.”

Reader, if you have prayed this prayer, and if your char-
acter is correctly described in the Psalm from which it is
taken, you need not be afraid that you will be swept
away with sinners. Do you have the two virtues that
David had - the outward walking in integrity and the
inward trusting in the Lord? Are you resting upon
Christ’s sacrifice, and can you approach the altar of God
with humble hope? If so, rest assured, you will never be
swept away with sinners, for that calamity is impossible.
At the judgment the command will be given, “Gather the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat into my barn.”

If, then, you are like God’s people, you will be with
God’s people. You cannot be swept away with sinners,
for you have been purchased at too high a price.
Redeemed by the blood of Christ, you are His forever,
and where He is, there His people must be. You are loved
too much to be swept away with reprobates. Will one
who is dear to Christ perish? Impossible! Hell cannot
hold you! Heaven claims you! Trust in Christ, and do not
fear!

Devotional material is taken from “Morning and Evening,” written
by C.H. Spurgeon, revised and updated by Alistair Begg. Copyright
© 2003, Good News Publishers

Listening to the Father’s Heart
by Os Hillman

Son, shame is one of the enemy’s destructive tools
designed to reduce our relationship to mere perform-
ance. Shame wants to bring condemnation and con-
vince you that when you fail, you are one big Failure.
On the other hand, guilt is my Holy Spirit designed to
gently tell you when you miss the mark so that you
can correct your course. It is always redemptive in its
nature and purpose. When you fail, forgiveness is one
prayer away, because I am faithful to forgive. Shame
wants to remind you of past failures and keep you in
bondage to those memories. My grace of forgiveness
sees your future, not your past. I always look toward
what I desire for you; I see your potential and all I
created you to be. So remove any weight placed upon
you by the shame of your past. I do not condemn you.
I love you.  And I’m excited about your future. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who
are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the
flesh, but according to the Spirit.   Romans 8:1

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to for-
give us our sins and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness. - 1 John 1:9

Reprinted by permission from the author. To learn more, visit
http://www.MarketplaceLeaders.org

More Warts Than a Toad
Dare 2B Daring, A daily devotional published by Risk
Takers for Christ, Inc.

“When the Christian views his evidences from the top of
Sinai, he grows alarmed about his salvation; it is far
better for him to view his position in the light of
Calvary.” - C.H. Spurgeon

If I stand figuratively on top of Mount Sinai, where God
appeared to Moses and gave him the 10 Commandments,
I find myself in a very perilous position and walking on
the thinnest of spiritual ice. You see, I have broken every
one of those edicts from God in either thought, word, or
deed. As such, God has every right to strike me down
and consign me to the very depths of hell.

Thankfully, as a child of God through faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, I am no longer under the Law. On the con-
trary, I am now under grace. Phew… and hallelujah!

Atop Sinai, my self-portrait includes more spiritual warts

continued on page 4
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Risk Takers to Host Star Parker
Star Parker, a nationally syndicated
columnist, author, and TV com-
mentator, will be speaking at a spe-
cial breakfast forum hosted by Risk
Takers for Christ and the Pastors
Association of Indian River County
on Friday, October 14th.

Star is a former welfare mom who
was radically saved and has since founded the Center
for Urban Renewal and Education in Washington DC.
CURE fights poverty and seeks to restore human dignity
through messages of faith, freedom and personal respon-
sibility. Star was also a candidate for the U.S. House of
Representatives in California.

The breakfast forum will be held at the Gifford
Community Center in Vero Beach FL. Seating is limited
to the first 150 people, so please mark your calendar
now. 

To read more about Star Parker, please click on the fol-
lowing link: https://premierespeakers.com/star-
parker/bio

You can also view her powerful personal testimony of
faith at the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7DM-qVFllDM

We Have a QR Code

Point your smart-
phone camera at
this QR code to
receive an uplift-
ing devotional
message each
weekday.

Everyone can use a spiritual lift in the morning, 
especially on weekdays when work, school, and other
demands vie for our time and attention... and sap our
strength. Risk Takers for Christ wants to help by
offering a free weekday devotional message that will
challenge and encourage you in your daily walk.

than a toad. From those lofty and perilous heights, I pic-
ture a liar, a cheater, a thief, and an altogether wretched
sinner. However, at the foot of the cross, I look in the
mirror and see the righteousness of Christ covering me
from head to toe and from ear to ear.

The view from Mount Sinai is of a courtroom where the
evidence against me is so overwhelming that the Judge
doesn’t even have to deliberate before pronouncing me
guilty as charged. Conversely, from Calvary’s perspec-
tive, I am as innocent as a newborn baby and as white as
the freshly fallen snow.

My friend, before you came to saving faith in Jesus,
your vision was clouded by Sinai’s dark and tinted spiri-
tual prism. But now that those blinders have been
removed by the slain and risen Lamb of God, a glorious
world of grace lies before you.

Remember the Wizard of Oz? The movie starts out in
black and white but, once Dorothy lands in Oz, the rest
of the film is seen in Technicolor! Do you see the con-
nection?

Take the advice of Charles Spurgeon, the “Prince of
Preachers,” who said to “judge yourself on what Christ
is rather than on what you are.” Amen… and amen!

“For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are
not under law but under grace.” Romans 6:14

“For I through the law died to the law that I might live
to God.” Galatians 2:19

Dare 2B Daring
continued from page 3


