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Peace Amidst the Storm
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

“Do you remember how a construction site is
very messy and it is impossible to visualize
what is being built in the early stages? The
same is true of how God works in a life. The
life He uses for His purposes is often a mess
at different stages. That messiness becomes
the strength of your calling as He does His
work in and through you.” - Os Hillman

Last month, a tornado blew through our RV
and manufactured home community, touching
down several different times. Thankfully, no
one was hurt. However, quite a few homes
had damage to their roofs, carports, or sheds...
and one resident told me that his new car,
which he had owned for less than two hours,
took a direct hit on the passenger side.

As I walked through our park the day after
the storm, my heart ached for the people who
received the brunt of the tornado. Everywhere
I looked there were piles of twisted aluminum
siding, under-skirting, and shingles. Debris of
every kind - from tree limbs to overturned
recycling cans and their contents - littered the
lawns and lots... and some streets were virtu-
ally impassable.

As grim as that sight was to see, every person
I stopped to check on echoed the same
thought. “We have so much to be thankful
for,” they all said. What a great attitude!

Remarkably, the rebuilding process has
already begun. Fire trucks and utility vehicles
were on-site within minutes of the tornado
and remained here until the power was fully

restored. Meanwhile, the Newby management
team has already contracted with a company
to clear the fallen tree limbs and remove the
tangled rubble.

Our little community may not look its best
right now but, like God’s plan for His chil-
dren, the end result will be a sight to see. In
fact, construction on a new clubhouse and a
gated entrance is set to begin this fall. Once
those projects are completed, Midway Estates
should be a real showplace... kind of like you
and me, when we finally reach heaven!

“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it
has not yet been revealed what we shall be,
but we know that when He is revealed, we
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He
is.” I John 3:2 (NKJV)
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A Coincidence? I Don’t Think So!
by Rev. Dale Glading, President

A few weeks ago, I had scheduled a speaker from a local
high school to talk to the young men at our weekly
Living H2O Initiative. As a longtime guidance counselor,
Jaime Sturgeon was uniquely qualified to address their
concerns such as college applications, trade schools, and
career choices. He even brought along some aptitude
tests for the young men to take if they were interested.

A few minutes before our special speaker was to start, a
second gentleman entered the gym. Pastor Joe Moore has
spoken at our Living H2O several times previously and
he recently agreed to start speaking to our group once a
month. However, since he already had a vacation
planned in October, Joe decided to start his monthly min-
istry visits in November.

“Hi, Joe,” I said as I greeted him with an outstretched

hand. “Are you supposed to be here tonight?” I asked
him. “I thought you said you’d be out of town this month
celebrating your birthday.”

“I think so,” Joe replied, before the light bulb went on.
“You’re right, Dale, I was supposed to be away. But our
plans changed because of Hurricane Ian.”

“Well, then, it looks like our young men are going to
receive a double blessing tonight,” I said as I convinced
Joe to stick around and share whatever God had laid on
his heart.

And so, after Jaime got done speaking about the value of
a good education as well as college and career opportuni-
ties, I introduced Pastor Joe. As God would have it, his
message about being careful who and what you listen to
dovetailed perfectly with Jaime’s talk.

A coincidence? I don’t think so!

Listening to the Father’s Heart
by Os Hillman

Son, storms have a particular purpose in my nature and order. They bring stress upon the environment. Weak limbs
yield to the wind and fall to the ground. My major storms bring down entire trees and those things that have weak
foundations give way to wind and rain. In essence, storms reveal the strength of any foundation. You will find me
in the midst of the storm. It is there I do some of my finest work in my sons and daughters. Struggles in life allow
you to learn about yourself and move to places with me you would never go on your own. Son, remember this, life
isn't about waiting for the storms to pass; it's about learning to dance in the rain. You are never alone in the storm.
I am always in their midst.

“The Lord has His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of His feet. The Lord is
good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those who trust in Him”. Nahum 1:3,7

“For He commands and raises the stormy wind, Which lifts up the waves of the sea. They mount up to the heavens,
They go down again to the depths; Their soul melts because of trouble, They reel to and fro, and stagger like a
drunken man, are at their wits’ end. Then they cry out to the LORD in their trouble, and He brings them out of
their distresses.” Psalm 107:25-28

Reprinted by permission from the author. To learn more, visit http://www.MarketplaceLeaders.org
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Star Parks Wows Vero Beach
Best-selling author, political commentator, and social activist Star Parker headlined a special breakfast forum
sponsored by Risk Takers for Christ and the Pastor’s Association of Indian River County on October 14th.
Approximately 100 people filled the Gifford Community Center to hear Star talk about “Christianity, Capitalism,
and the Constitution,” her three-prong prescription for restoring America’s greatness.

Star, who rose from a life of poverty and promiscuity to become a syndicated columnist and FOX News contribu-
tor, serves as President and CEO of the Center for Urban Renewal and Education in Washington, D.C. She also
ran for the U.S. House of Representatives in 2010
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Midway Bible Fellowship Partners
with Chick-fil-A to Help Tornado
Victims
by Rev. Dale Glading, President

When a tornado touched down several times recently in
our RV and manufactured home community, Midway
Bible Fellowship sprang into action. First, Deanna and I
walked throughout the park, doing our best to comfort
and encourage our fellow residents. Next, we spent sev-
eral hours helping to clear debris from various lots and
locations. Everywhere we looked there were fallen limbs,
twisted aluminum siding and skirting, roof shingles, and
debris from hundreds of recycling cans.

The following morning, Deanna had an idea. “Why don’t
we, as a church, buy some coffee and donuts for our
neighbors as well as for the utility workers that are here
to help restore power?” she asked. I agreed that it was a
great idea and quickly showered before heading out to
make the purchases.

However, en route to the donut store, I had a brainstorm
of my own. Instead of coffee and donuts, I thought, how
about food from Chick-fil-A? That might be even more
appreciated by the folks in our park who lacked the
power to cook their own meals.

And so, I 
contacted my
friend Michael
Kelley, a dear
brother in
Christ and 
former RTC
board member.
“I’m on my
way to Chick-
fil-A,” I texted him, “and I’d like to buy lunch for the
residents in our mobile home park that were affected by
the tornado.”

Michael’s response was immediate. “So sorry to hear
that,” he commiserated. “No need to pay. Take whatever
you need.”

Within minutes, I was driving back to Midway Estates
with 50 chicken sandwiches, 50 bags of waffle chips, 50
orange juices, and 50 chocolate chip cookies. Altogether,
Michael and CFA had blessed us with more than $600 in
free food.

Jeremy and Tammy, our park managers, sent out a robo-
call to everyone in the community, alerting them to the
complimentary lunch being provided by Chick-fil-A in
conjunction with Midway Bible Fellowship. Soon,
crowds of people started to arrive... not only for the free
food, but also for the fellowship.

I honestly lost count of the number of people who
thanked Deanna and me profusely and repeatedly. What a
privilege it is to be the hands and feet of Jesus!

Thank you, Michael Kelley and the Chick-fil-A of Vero
Beach!

We Have a QR Code

Point your smart-
phone camera at
this QR code to

receive an uplift-
ing devotional
message each

weekday.

Everyone can use a spiritual lift in the morning, 
especially on weekdays when work, school, and other
demands vie for our time and attention... and sap our
strength. Risk Takers for Christ wants to help by
offering a free weekday devotional message that will
challenge and encourage you in your daily walk.


