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The Silence of the Pulpit Is
Deafening
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

In 1873, Charles Finney, one of the leaders of
the Second Great Awakening, published an
article titled, “The Decay of Conscience” in
the Independent of New York.
Here is an excerpt...

“Brethren, our preaching will
bear its legitimate fruits. If
immorality prevails in the land,
the fault is ours in a great
degree. If there is a decay of con-
science, the pulpit is responsible
for it. If the public press lacks
moral discrimination, the pulpit
is responsible for it. If the church
is degenerate and worldly, the
pulpit is responsible for it. If the world loses
its interest in religion, the pulpit is responsi-
ble for it. If Satan rules in our halls of legis-
lation, the pulpit is responsible for it. If our
politics become so corrupt that the very 
foundations of our government are ready to
fall away, the pulpit is responsible for it. Let
us not ignore this fact, my dear brethren; but
let us lay it to heart, and be thoroughly awake
to our responsibility in respect to the morals
of this nation.”

The collective clergy of the Weirton (WV)
Ministerial Association added the following
in their weekly publication, “From the
Pulpit...”

“Why is the pulpit often silent in matters 
of local and national: affairs, policy and
morality? Allow me to share a few observa-
tions: first, pastors are too busy. The urgent is

allowed to take precedence over the impor-
tant. Instead of equipping the church to do 
the work of the ministry, they attempt to do
all ministry themselves. Secondly, we pastors
are often fearful to speak for fear of losing
the church’s tax-exempt status by violating
the separation of Church and State. And 
thirdly we are often too comfortable just 
shining brightly under our baskets (the church

building).”

“The silence of the pulpit is deafen-
ing. It speaks more loudly than the
out and out agreement with the
direction of the country and world.
We, as ministers of the Word of
God, need not speak out against
individuals or political parties. We
just need to speak the unadulterated
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Bible
speaks loudly enough with regard

to the sanctity of life, the institution of 
marriage, the proper use and place for sexual
relations and even the morals of a nation.”

To which I might add - in a direct challenge
to my fellow pastors and church leaders 
alike - “Gentlemen, the buck stops here... 
and now!”

Upcoming RTC Events
March 11: March Madness 3-on-3

Basketball Tournament

April 22: Olde Hickory Golf Tournament

June 14: 100-Hole Golf Marathon
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Photos from our Kenny Munds
Concert

Photos from our Living H2O Initiative
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In Debt to the Attributes of God
by Alistair Begg

“So then, brothers, we are debtors.” - Romans 8:12

As God's creatures, we are all debtors to Him: to obey
Him with all our body and soul and strength. Having
broken His commandments, as we all have, we are
debtors to His justice, and we owe to Him a vast amount
that we are not able to pay.

But of the Christian it can be said that he does not owe
God's justice anything, for Christ has paid the debt His
people owed; for this reason the believer is in debt to
love. I am a debtor to God's grace and forgiving mercy;
but I am no debtor to His justice, for He will never
accuse me of a debt already paid. Christ said, "It is fin-
ished!" and by that He meant that whatever His people
owed was wiped away forever from the book of remem-
brance. Christ has completely satisfied divine justice; the
account is settled; the handwriting is nailed to the cross;
the receipt is given, and we are no longer in debt to
God's justice. But then it follows that since we are not
debtors to our Lord in that sense, we become ten times
more debtors to God than we should have been other-
wise. Christian, pause and consider for a moment.

w What a debtor you are to divine sovereignty! How
much you owe to His disinterested love, for He gave
His own Son that He might die for you.

w Consider how much you owe to His forgiving grace,
that even after ten thousand offenses He loves you as
infinitely as ever.

w Consider what you owe to His power; how He has
raised you from your death in sin; how He has pre-
served your spiritual life; how He has kept you from
falling; and how, though a thousand enemies have sur-
rounded your path, you have been able to hold on your
way.

w Consider what you owe to His immutability. Though
you have changed a thousand times, He has not
changed once.

You are as deep in debt as you can be to every attribute
of God. To God you owe yourself and all you have:
Offer yourself as a living sacrifice; it is but your reason-
able service.

Devotional material is taken from “Morning and Evening,” written
by C.H. Spurgeon, revised and updated by Alistair Begg. Copyright
© 2003, Good News Publishers

Listening to the Father’s Heart
by Os Hillman

Son, there are times when I draw my sons and daughters
aside in order to chisel my nature deeper into each one. I
speak tenderly in these places of solitude. The devil
thought he placed my son Paul in prison cells, but it was
there he wrote many letters for my people. It was there
he preached from a different pulpit. He passed the test of
isolation. Some simply cannot pass this test. They fear it,
and rush about to avoid the confrontation of quietness
and isolation. They have succumbed to B.U.S.Y. - Being
Under Satan's Yoke. I want you to notice how my son
signed his name to his letters - not as the prisoner of
Festus, nor of Caesar, and not as a victim of the
Sanhedrin, but as "a prisoner for the Lord" (Eph 4:1).
True faith is to see all the events in your life through my
discerning filter. Paul's place of bondage inspired some
of the most encouraging and helpful truths on Christian
liberty. Profound messages of light came from the dark
shadows of his captivity. Sometimes isolation brings out
the best in my sons and daughters. Be still before me,
son. Let me work in you. Let me use you as I choose.

“He took him aside, away from the crowd.” - Mark 7:33

“Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul
shall live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with
you - the sure mercies of David.” - Isaiah 55:3

Reprinted by permission from the author. To learn more, visit
http://www.MarketplaceLeaders.org

Bob Williamson's Secret to Success
"Run your business like
Jesus would run it by
offering the best service
available and selling only
the highest quality prod-
ucts at fair prices, while
treating everyone like you
would like to be treated."
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We Have a QR Code

Point your smart-
phone camera at
this QR code to
receive an uplift-
ing devotional
message each

weekday.

Everyone can use a spiritual lift in the morning, 
especially on weekdays when work, school, and other
demands vie for our time and attention... and sap our
strength. Risk Takers for Christ wants to help by
offering a free weekday devotional message that will
challenge and encourage you in your daily walk.

Special Thanks
Very special thanks to
VBCBA for sponsoring a
water bottle drive in sup-
port of our Living H2O
Initiative at last month's
luncheon. Along with two
large cases of water, we
received $300 in cash and
gift cards to buy more
water for our at-risk youth
basketball program... and to reward players who demon-
strate outstanding character and sportsmanship.

TEAM10,000 Wants-and Needs-You! 
As a small to medium-sized ministry that operates on a
“fat-free” budget, Risk Takers for Christ depends on
God’s people - individually and collectively through
their local church - to meet our monthly needs of
$10,000. That figure includes all programs and outreach-
es as well as all salaries (we have one full-time and two
part-time employees).

A few years ago, a small group of dedicated supporters
joined together to pray for RTC’s financial needs and to
help make up any budget shortfalls as God led them.
That’s how our “TEAM10,000” got started and God has
used these prayer warriors and generous donors to keep
us afloat during the lean Covid years and beyond.

If you would like to join our TEAM10,000, please email
info@risktakersforchrist.org for more information. All
TEAM10,000 members receive monthly financial state-
ments to help them pray more specifically.


