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Shoot For the Stars
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

“Do not be satisfied any longer with your tiny
attainments, but press forward to things more
sublime and heavenly. Aspire to a higher, a
nobler, a fuller life.” - C.H. Spurgeon

If you were to ask our grandson Dylan what
he wanted to be when he grew up, chances
are he would say, “an astronaut.” For whatev-
er reason, he has always been fascinated by
space and loves to play in his miniature rock-
et ship. Dylan also wants to go back to the
Kennedy Space Center, which we visited in
June. Hopefully, this time he will be tall
enough to go on the launch simulator.

Aiming high doesn’t just apply to outer space.
It also applies to your vocation - or school-
work if you are a student - as well as your
relationships. As the old saying goes, “If
something is worth doing, it is worth doing
well.”

The same goes for your
spiritual walk. So many
people, Christians
included, place an
emphasis on achieving
good grades, getting
promoted at work, and
building a solid career.
Truth be told, there is
nothing wrong with any
of those objectives. However, as believers,
our #1 goal should be to grow closer to God
and to be increasingly conformed to the
image of His Son. Nothing else in this world
compares in importance… or timelessness.

College degrees, positions at work, and even
most personal relationships are temporal; but
our standing with God is eternal. So, as we
enter a new year, my advice is to “shoot for
the stars” in all areas of life, but especially in
spiritual matters.

“Set your mind on things above, not on things
on the earth.” - Colossians 1:3 (NKJV)

RTC Welcomes Steven
Schwartz
We are excited to announce that
Steven Schwartz has been unani-
mously elected to the RTC board
of directors. Steve has been a

friend and supporter of Risk Takers for Christ
for many years. In fact, Steve and RTC presi-
dent Dale Glading have breakfast together
nearly every week.

Steve is the owner of PD/GO Digital
Marketing, a website design and digital mar-

keting agency, based in Vero Beach Florida.
They help many small businesses and min-
istries with their online identity, reputation,
and marketing… including Risk Takers for
Christ.

Steve is married to Juelie (Dale performed the
ceremony), and together, they are raising
seven kids and caring for a few special senior
adults. Life is anything but boring!

“I am grateful for the opportunity to serve
Risk Takers for Christ in a board position to
help the organization continue to grow and
thrive,” Steve said.
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Climbing a Mountain
by Alistair Begg

“Get you up to a high mountain.” - Isaiah 40:9

Our knowledge of Christ is somewhat like climbing one
of the mountains in Wales. When you are at the base you
see only a little: the mountain itself appears to be only
half as high as it really is. Confined in a little valley, you
discover scarcely anything but the rippling brooks as
they descend into the stream at the foot of the mountain.
Climb the first rising knoll, and the valley lengthens and
widens beneath your feet. Go higher, and you see the
country for four or five miles around, and you are
delighted with the widening prospect. Higher still, and
the scene enlarges; until at last, when you are on the
summit and look east, west, north, and south, you see
almost all of England lying before you. There is a forest
in some distant county, perhaps two hundred miles away,
and here the sea, and there a shining river and the smok-
ing chimneys of a manufacturing town, or the masts of
the ships in a busy port. All these things please and

delight you, and you say, “I could not have imagined that
so much could be seen at this elevation.”

Now, the Christian life is of the same order. When we
first believe in Christ, we see only a little of Him. The
higher we climb, the more we discover of His beauty.
But who has ever gained the summit? Who has known
all the heights and depths of the love of Christ that pass-
es knowledge? When Paul had grown old and was sitting
gray-haired and shivering in a dungeon in Rome, he was
able to say with greater emphasis than we can, “I know
whom I have believed,”1 for each experience had been
like the climbing of a hill, each trial had been like
ascending another summit, and his death seemed like
gaining the top of the mountain, from which he could see
the whole panorama of the faithfulness and love of Him
to whom he had committed his soul. Get up, dear friend,
into a high mountain.

Devotional material is taken from “Morning and Evening,” written
by C.H. Spurgeon, revised and updated by Alistair Begg. Copyright
© 2003, Good News Publishers

Listening to the Father’s Heart
by Os Hillman

Son, today I want to teach you about intercession and
warfare. Do you recall the time when my son Moses had
to confront the principalities over Egypt before the peo-
ple could be freed? When I called him to the task, I told
him I was going to perform miracles through his staff,
the symbol of his vocation as a shepherd. It became his
tool of authority. Pharaoh also had a staff which repre-
sented Satan and his principalities, while Moses’ staff
represented his authority through me. I instructed him to
lay it down in an act of obedience and humility.
Immediately it turned into a snake, identifying it with sin
and the principality. Pharaoh and his magicians also
threw down their rods, but Moses' staff consumed them
all. Many years later, my Son Jesus would do the same.
In his humility, he identified with sin, laid down his life
and consumed every transgression that would ever be
laid against my children. Son, here is what I want you to
know. Your willingness to identify with the sin of others
will allow you to defeat the works of darkness in them.
You will defeat the principalities as you lay down your
staff and humbly allow me to operate through it. Your
intercession for them breaks the stronghold holding them
captive.

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
- 2 Corinthians 5:21

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my
flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the
sake of His body, which is the church.” - Colossians 1:24

Reprinted by permission from the author. To learn more, visit
http://www.MarketplaceLeaders.org

Wisdom From
Spurgeon
“"If you roam the universe, you
will not find another friend like
Jesus; if you could have all the
comforts of life but lost your
Savior, you would be wretched;
but if you win Christ, then you
could rot in a dungeon and
even there find peace. If you live in obscurity or die
hungry, you will still be satisfied with favor and will
be full of the goodness of the Lord."
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We Have a QR Code

Point your smart-
phone camera at
this QR code to
receive an uplift-
ing devotional
message each

weekday.

Everyone can use a spiritual lift in the morning, 
especially on weekdays when work, school, and other
demands vie for our time and attention... and sap our
strength. Risk Takers for Christ wants to help by
offering a free weekday devotional message that will
challenge and encourage you in your daily walk.

Midway Bible Fellowship 
proudly presents

KENNY MUNDS in CONCERT

Country Music Concert
Saturday, January 21, 7:00 PM

Gospel Music Concert
Sunday, January 22, 1:00 PM

***FREE ADMISSION***

Kenny Munds served as the lead singer of Brush Arbor, a south-
ern gospel group that won two Academy of Country Music
awards in the 1970’s. Under contract with Capitol Records,
Kenny and Brush Arbor opened for such country music legends
as Johnny Cash, Merle Haggard, and Charlie Rich.

Alcohol and addiction brought Kenny’s soaring career to an
abrupt halt but, by the grace of God, he has been sober since
1990 and has dedicated his life to ministering to inmates in pris-
ons across the United States.

Come hear Kenny’s soaring vocals and riveting testimony in
TWO very special concerts, sponsored by Midway Bible
Fellowship. Free refreshments will be served at the Country
Music concert and a potluck luncheon will precede the Gospel
Concert. Kenny will also be ministering in music during the
Sunday morning church service. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!

“Thank You, RTC”
This letter is for the volunteers, staff, supporters, and
everyone who makes such places and programs as Risk
Takers for Christ possible. I am writing to say, “Thank
You” and I appreciate all who work on behalf of God
and the Gospel to spread His love and Word.

My name is Buck, and I am currently incarcerated at
Hardee Correctional Institution. I have a couple friends
that had your address; one was Dale Chapman, who just
got out. We were in the pre-release class together and he
gave me your information.

I have almost completed my sentence, having been
incarcerated since April 2019. I got a sentence for
“solicitation to sell heroin” and “unlawful use of a com-
munication device.” In short, I was on a recorded con-
versation with an informant to purchase heroin on a cell
phone, and I was part of a sting to penetrate a drug ring
in Brevard County.

I have taken this time being incarcerated as a blessing
from God for I feel it saved my life. It has also brought
me closer to God and He has most certainly had His
hand on me through all I’ve gone through from the
beginning. I have lost all I had as far as material posses-
sions, but I count that as nothing for I’ve gained a treas-
ure more valuable than anything on earth - a personal
and intimate relationship with our Father God through
our Lord Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit. I’ve discov-
ered a joy and peace that all the drugs and alcohol could
never bring. This is a spiritual freedom I’ve never felt
before.

I give God all the praise and glory for what He has done
for me. Now I want to give all I can to others by telling
them what God can do for them, too.

(Editor’s Note: Buck went on to ask for help finding a job and a
place to live when he is released in June. RTC put him in touch
with a halfway house that also offers employment opportunities.)


