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Keep Being a Wise Guy
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

“To be a soul-winner is the happiest thing in
the world.” - C. H. Spurgeon

About 30 years ago, I received a personal and
very encouraging note from one of my men-
tors, Nick Barbetta. Nick, who had been a
big-time drug dealer in Miami and a convict-
ed felon before trusting Jesus as his Savior,
was serving as the supervisory chaplain for
the Philadelphia Prison System at the time.
For many years, I had taken our softball and
basketball teams into the prisons under his
jurisdiction such as Holmesburg, the
Philadelphia House of Corrections, the
Philadelphia Detention Center, P.I.C.C. (the
Philadelphia Industrial Correctional
Complex), and C.F.C.F. (the Curran-
Fromhold Correctional Facility).

In his handwritten note, Nick thanked me for
ministering to the men under his care and
congratulated me on the creative way that we
used sports to share the gospel. He then
signed the letter and added the words, “Keep
being a wise guy” along with a Bible refer-
ence.

Initially, I was taken back by Nick’s closing
words, fearing that I had acted arrogantly or
inappropriately in my dealings with him.
However, after I looked up the Bible verse
that he cited, I was greatly encouraged... and
motivated, too.

Proverbs 11:30 reads as follows: “The fruit of
the righteous is a tree of life, and he who
wins souls is wise.” Aha! So, that’s what Nick
meant... and what he was encouraging me to
do. Nick simply wanted me to “keep being a

wise guy” by win-
ning souls to
Jesus.

Before I got
involved in prison
ministry in 1987, 
I had led - to my
shame - just two people to saving faith in
Christ. At that pathetically slow rate, the
world would never be evangelized. However,
during my 35 years of prison ministry, I have
had the privilege of sharing the gospel with
an estimated 500,000 inmates across North
America and Africa and approximately
30,000 of them have made professions of
faith in Jesus Christ.

Nick is in Glory now and I look forward to
being reunited with him someday. I am sure
we will spend countless hours recounting our
ministry times together and how God used
ordinary guys like us to build His kingdom. 

“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying
and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them.” - Acts 16:25 (NKJV)

Upcoming RTC Events
February 11: Super Duper Bowl III

March 11: March Madness 3-on-3
Basketball Tournament

April 22: Olde Hickory Golf Tournament

June 14: 100-Hole Golf Marathon
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Georgia Dawgs and C.J. Stroud
by Bob Williamson

Well, the Georgia Dawgs squeaked by Ohio State. I am a
Georgia fan through and through, but honestly Ohio
State should have won the game and my heart goes out
to them. They led almost the entire game right up to the
final minute when UGA marched down the field and
scored and took the lead 42 to 41.

Former Heisman winner C.J. Stroud is a phenomenal
quarterback and in less than 50 seconds got them in field
goal range but alas came up one point short due to the
missed field goal in the final seconds by a kicker that
very rarely misses. Don’t get me wrong the Bulldogs
played their hearts out, but in fairness we must admit we
were clearly outmatched. One of the signs of a great
coach and team is the ability to come back and win those
close games and Georgia did that, but we were just out-
played almost the entire game. I have
watched the game twice and feel lucky
to advance to the National
Championship Game next Monday
night. Editor's Note: GA defeated
TCU, 65-7, to win its third national
championship.

Being the rabid fan that I am I watched
all the post-game interviews, but Ohio
Quarterback, C.J. Stroud’s was inspiring and motivation-
al. He said: “If you want excuses, we don’t have those. If
you want tears - keep looking. Priceless are the moments
where you are given the opportunity to learn from your
defeats. But those are the moments where one can grow
the most. Romans 5:3-5 says, ‘More than that, we rejoice
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and char-
acter produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.’ I make
sure I invite Him in my day first and foremost. And then
just continue prayer throughout the day. If that means
reading a Bible scripture on my phone or if that means
talking to some of my fellow brothers in Christ on the
team, just keep a little Bible study, whatever the case
may be. Just a fellowship in any which way, that kinda
helps.”

C.J.’s father, Coleridge Bernard Stroud III, is serving a
38-year prison sentence in upstate California. He pleaded
guilty in 2015 to charges of carjacking, kidnapping, rob-

bery and misdemeanor sexual battery.

As a backdrop CJ’s father was once a minister and the
breadwinner of a family of six, his incarceration (the sec-
ond of his life) sent the Strouds into financial ruin and
destroyed his relationship with his then 13-year-old quar-
terback of a son. He forced his way into the vehicle of a
woman stopped at a traffic light. He told her to drive to a
house so he could buy drugs, assaulted her and then,
after she escaped, fled San Diego Harbor Police in a
chase that ended with his crashing the vehicle into a pole
and leaping into the San Diego Bay. This was his father’s
fourth arrest.

During a 2018 appeal, the father argued in mitigation
that his marriage fell apart, “his life spun out of control,
and he began using illegal drugs again after more than 20
years of sobriety.” The appeal was denied, and his sen-
tence - 38 years to life - was upheld. C.J.’s life was

rocked by the development. The youngest
of four children, his high school years
were spent living in a small apartment
above a storage facility. At one point, the
Strouds nearly went homeless.

C.J. turned to God and stayed there. Just
look where he is now. God has blessed
this young man in so many ways not the
least of which is financially. “It’s just
amazing that I do all these cool things

now,” he said. Cool things: like the $200,000 Bentley he
now drives from name, image and likeness (NIL) deals;
like the four-bedroom California home he bought his
mother and sister; like the $500 Express gift cards he dis-
tributed to each of his teammates; like the 13 school
passing records that may forever be his in the Ohio State
record books.

He gives God all the glory even thanking him for the tri-
als he endures. My hat is off to him. Most kids who
experienced what he went through would end right in
prison with his dad. In fact, I once was doing prison min-
istry out on the yard of a big California prison and met a
grandfather, his son, and his grandson all of whom were
incarcerated in the same prison.

I hope they found God that day so God could bless them
and give them His peace...

“Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that
I give you. I do not give it as the world does. Do not be
worried and upset; do not be afraid.” - John 14:27
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A Rope of Sand
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

“I will bawl; I will not be a velvet mouthed preacher.”
- George Whitefield

Along with Jonathan Edwards, Gilbert Tennant, and John
Wesley, George Whitefield was one of the leaders of the
First Great Awakening that swept across the American
colonies in the mid-1700s. This extended period of spiri-
tual revival laid the foundation for not only the modern
evangelical movement, but also for the American
Revolution.

Whitefield was trained as an actor and
consequently, his sermons were often
filled with a certain theatrical flair that
included shouting, weeping, and trem-
bling. His emotional style of preaching
wasn’t well received by the Church of
England and so, Whitefield came to the
colonies and started conducting outdoor revival meet-
ings. Thousands of people would attend these some-
times-spontaneous services and Whitefield would keep
his listeners transfixed with his soaring oratory.

From New England to Georgia, Whitefield preached
more than 15,000 sermons during his seven trips to the
colonies. He delivered his last sermon in Exeter, New
Hampshire on September 29, 1770. The Second Parish

Church was scheduled to host Whitefield that day but,
when the crowd swelled to more than 6,000 people, the
service was moved outdoors where a board was laid
across two barrels for the 56-year-old Whitefield to stand
on.

When a friend suggested that Whitefield was too tired
and weak to preach, he replied, “True, sir.” He then
added, “Lord Jesus, I am weary in thy work but not of
it.” And so, Whitefield spoke for two hours before travel-
ing by horseback to Newburyport, Massachusetts. After
speaking to a small gathering there, Whitefield died in
his sleep the following morning.

One of the more memorable lines in
Whitefield’s final sermon was this…

“Works! Works! A man get to heaven by
works? I would as soon think of climbing to
the moon on a rope of sand!”

George Whitefield, who “graduated to Glory” exactly
189 years before I was born, was anything but a velvet
mouthed preacher. I hope and pray that, when I am final-
ly called home to join him in heaven, people will say the
same thing about me.

“What I tell you now in the darkness, shout abroad when
daybreak comes. What I whisper in your ear, shout from
the housetops for all to hear!” - Matthew 10:27 (NLT)
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We Have a QR Code

Point your smart-
phone camera at
this QR code to
receive an uplift-
ing devotional
message each
weekday.

Everyone can use a spiritual lift in the morning, 
especially on weekdays when work, school, and other
demands vie for our time and attention... and sap our
strength. Risk Takers for Christ wants to help by
offering a free weekday devotional message that will
challenge and encourage you in your daily walk.
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