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Abner Meets Jesus
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

It had been a relatively normal night at our
Living H2O Initiative with the requisite argu-
ments between players about fouls and the
correct score. As always, my son Chris and I
moved quickly to diffuse each situation
before it got out of hand. Speaking from
experience, the last thing you want in a gym
packed with competitive young men in their
late teens and early twenties is testosterone-
fueled tension that is allowed to simmer...
build... and explode.

By halftime, everything was running smooth-
ly and so, I introduced Rev. Dave Daniel and
handed him the microphone. Dave is a local
pastor with a real heart for at-risk youth, and
he has spoken at our Living H2O Initiative
many times in the past. He is a great commu-
nicator and I love the way he offers an invita-
tion to trust Jesus Christ as Savior every time
he speaks.

This time, however, I noticed several young
men acting inappropriately. One player, who
has been there many times before and should
know better, kept trying to sneak a peek at his
cell phone. Since he was sitting on the floor
near me, I was able to correct his behavior -
with the voluntary help of another more
mature player - without creating a distraction.  

Unfortunately, the other two young men who
were “acting out” were sitting directly in
front of Dave. One of them was scrolling on
his phone and giggling, while the other had
his head down as if he was asleep. I was
going to walk over and tell them both to
“shape up,” but Chris suggested that doing so
would only compound the situation and

detract from Dave’s message. And so, I wait-
ed until he was done speaking and then told
both boys that they weren’t allowed to play
the second half because of their rude behav-
ior. They tried to offer a defense, but I held
firm to my decision.

At the end of the evening, as we gathered at
midcourt to award some gift cards and close
in prayer, I mentioned that such inconsiderate
behavior would not be tolerated in the future.
I then gave a $10 Chick-fil-A gift card to a
young man named Abner, who was a first-
time attendee. I also recognized Mario for
always helping to collect trash at the end of
the evening and Shiel for excelling on the
court.

As I started packing up the basketballs, our
sound system, and both the literature and
snack tables, I noticed that Pastor Dave was
talking to one of the young men. It turned out
to be Abner and as I watched, both men
bowed their heads and Dave started to pray. I
leaned in to hear Dave’s prayer and realized
that he was in the process of leading Abner to
Christ.

I silently snapped a couple of
pictures of that very poignant
scene and then waited for both
men to open their eyes. When
they did, Abner told Dave how
much his message had spoken
to him and how he had been
seeking God’s will for his life.

That night, God used the sport
of basketball, our Living H2O
Initiative, and Dave’s simple
but powerful words to lead
Abner to Jesus! 
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Iron Sharpening Iron
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

“I’m very proud to have played for such a great team.”
- Jimmy Crutchfield, former Negro Leagues player

Over the past 50 years, I have played on a lot of different
sports teams. First, there was the Cardinals squad I
played on in Little League under the guidance of our
manager, Sam Hamill. As a pitcher, I still remember him
encouraging me to imitate Robin Roberts with my wind-
up. “He used to rock the hitters to sleep,” Coach Hamill
would say.

From there, I played one year for the Bankers, a traveling
All-Star team, and then three years with the Merchants in
the Babe Ruth League. After that, I transitioned to fast-
pitch softball, playing for two different church teams
over a four-year period.

In 1987, I formed my own softball team named The
South Jersey Saints, which eventually became The Saints
Prison Ministry. For 24 years, I toured North America
with that squad, playing and ministering in hundreds of
state and federal prisons. All of those teams were very
close knit, but a few of them were even more special.

The men who played alongside me on the Saints team
from the late 90’s through 2011 were like blood brothers.
We started raising our support as missionary athletes in
January, went on a pre-season mission trip to Florida in
either February or March, began practicing outdoors in

April, and then spent every other Saturday - and many
weeknights - playing and ministering together from May
1st through September 30th. We even conducted an 8-
day, 7-night “crusade” to places like Michigan, Colorado,
Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, and South Carolina during
which we would often play as many as 25 games. Then
came a post-season prison trip in October and off-season
Bible studies during the winter months.

Some years, our team was so talented that we would win
60 of 65 games against some very tough inmate competi-
tion. However, what made us “winners” wasn’t our on-
the-field ability... it was our camaraderie that was forged
on long bus rides in the wee hours of the morning.

Jimmy Crutchfield described the success of the
Pittsburgh Crawfords in similar fashion. “We were a
team both on and off the field. We won together and we
lost together. We laughed together and we cried together.
We cared about each other. How could anything be any
better than that?”

My friend, you may not be athletic, but my advice is to
find a “team” of like-minded believers on which you can
serve God and edify one another. It may be as a member
of a mission team, a church committee, or some other
outreach. The “who” doesn’t matter as much as the
“what” - and the “what” is serving God together.

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”
Proverbs 27:17 (BSB)

Federal Tax Guidelines for Deducting
Charitable Contributions of
Appreciated Noncash Assets Valued 
at More Than $5,000
Donating appreciated property can be a highly effective
tax strategy: 

Making a charitable contribution of appreciated property
like real estate, stock, virtual currency, and certain other
assets can not only benefit the recipient charity and its
constituents, it can also provide a significant tax-savings
opportunity for donors.

The advantage of donating rather than selling the asset
and donating the sales proceeds:

If a taxpayer donates appreciated property directly to a
qualified charity, he/she will not be taxed on the appreci-
ation in value. And the even better news…neither will
the charity! That is because capital gains of U.S.
501(c)(3) public charities are not typically subject to fed-
eral income tax. The amount deductible by the donor will
vary depending on the facts, but if the donor holds the
property for more than a year prior to donating it, he/she
may be entitled to a deduction of the full fair market
value of the property contributed, with no tax on the
gain! (Note that it is generally not a wise tax strategy for
a taxpayer to donate property that has declined in value
since the taxpayer acquired it.)
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Living H2O Initiative Photos

Listening to the Father’s Heart
by Os Hillman

Son, today I want to teach you about intercession and
warfare. Do you recall the time when my son Moses had
to confront the principalities over Egypt before the peo-
ple could be freed? When I called him to the task, I told
him I was going to perform miracles through his staff,
the symbol of his vocation as a shepherd. It became his
tool of authority. Pharaoh also had a staff which repre-
sented Satan and his principalities, while Moses’ staff
represented his authority through me. I instructed him to
lay it down in an act of obedience and humility.
Immediately it turned into a snake, identifying it with sin
and the principality. Pharaoh and his magicians also
threw down their rods, but Moses' staff consumed them
all. Many years later, my Son Jesus would do the same.
In his humility, he identified with sin, laid down his life

and consumed every transgression that would ever be
laid against my children. Son, here is what I want you to
know. Your willingness to identify with the sin of others
will allow you to defeat the works of darkness in them.
You will defeat the principalities as you lay down your
staff and humbly allow me to operate through it. Your
intercession for them breaks the stronghold holding them
captive.

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 2
Corinthians 5:21

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my
flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the
sake of His body, which is the church.” - Colossians 1:24

Reprinted by permission from the author. To learn more, visit
http://www.MarketplaceLeaders.org
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We Have a QR Code

Point your smart-
phone camera at
this QR code to
receive an uplift-
ing devotional
message each
weekday.

Everyone can use a spiritual lift in the morning, 
especially on weekdays when work, school, and other
demands vie for our time and attention... and sap our
strength. Risk Takers for Christ wants to help by
offering a free weekday devotional message that will
challenge and encourage you in your daily walk.

Midway Bible Fellowship 
proudly presents

KENNY MUNDS in CONCERT

Country Music Concert
Saturday, January 21, 7:00 PM

Gospel Music Concert
Sunday, January 22, 1:00 PM

***FREE ADMISSION***

Kenny Munds served as the lead singer of Brush Arbor, a south-
ern gospel group that won two Academy of Country Music
awards in the 1970’s. Under contract with Capitol Records,
Kenny and Brush Arbor opened for such country music legends
as Johnny Cash, Merle Haggard, and Charlie Rich.

Alcohol and addiction brought Kenny’s soaring career to an
abrupt halt but, by the grace of God, he has been sober since
1990 and has dedicated his life to ministering to inmates in pris-
ons across the United States.

Come hear Kenny’s soaring vocals and riveting testimony in
TWO very special concerts, sponsored by Midway Bible
Fellowship. Free refreshments will be served at the Country
Music concert and a potluck luncheon will precede the Gospel
Concert. Kenny will also be ministering in music during the
Sunday morning church service. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!


