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A Midsummer Night’s Update
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” is a comedy
written by William Shakespeare in 1595. The
play is set in Athens and revolves around the
wedding of Theseus and Hippolyta, with 
several subplots added to keep the reader’s -
and the audience’s - attention.

Well, I have never been accused of possessing
the literary talents of the “Bard of Avon,” but
I would like to provide you with a
“Midsummer Night’s Update” about what
God has accomplished through Risk Takers
for Christ during the first six months of the
year.

Let’s begin with preaching…

In January, I was privileged to preach on
back-to-back Sundays in two different
churches, one in Fort Pierce and the other in
Vero Beach. The following month, I shared
about our ministry at a men’s breakfast 
sponsored by the First Presbyterian Church 
of Vero. In March, I represented RTC at a
local missions conference and then, on Palm
Sunday, my wife and I launched a new church
in our RV and manufactured home communi-
ty. Please pray for God to bless Midway Bible
Fellowship and to use our new church to
reach the lost and disciple the saved.

During that same six-month span, we contin-
ued to write and publish five Dare 2B Daring
devotional messages each week with dozens
of subscribers and scores of Facebook users
reading (and hopefully, being challenged and

encouraged by) them.
My son Chris and I,
with the help of some
very dedicated volun-
teers, also conducted
25 indoor and 23 out-
door Living H2O
Initiatives in Indian
River County.

In addition, we hosted our Super Duper Bowl
II on February 5th and our March Madness 
3-on-3 basketball tournament on March 26th.
Both events were well attended and well
received by at-risk youth in our community.

Finally, we held our 5th Annual Olde Hickory
Golf Tournament on May 14th and our 100-
Hole Golf Marathon on June 15th. The gospel
was shared verbally and via the distribution
of God’s Word at the tournament… and only
His power and strength enabled us to 
complete all 100 holes of golf on a hot and
humid “midsummer” day.

Now, as we approach the “Dog Days of
August” and eventually, the fall and winter
months, Risk Takers for Christ plans to be
busier than ever. We just completed a 3-Day
Sports Camp, July 25-27, and preparations
are already being made for hosting Star
Parker at a Racial Harmony Breakfast on
October 14th. We are also planning to host 
a countywide Dare 2B Daring men’s confer-
ence in January. In between those dates, we
are also looking to reconstitute our RTC 
basketball team and to start scheduling prison
trips for later this year and throughout 2023.

continued on page 3
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Do It Now!
by Rev. Dale M. Glading, President

“If we allow it, death can be our greatest teacher. It has
a way of putting things into perspective and making us
question our priorities.” - Dr. Simran Malhotra

Let’s pretend that the countdown has begun…

You’ve had a nagging cough for several weeks com-
pounded by a general sense of lethargy. And so, you go
to see your general practitioner who, in turn, orders a
series of blood tests. When the results raise more ques-
tions than they answer, your GP sends you to a specialist
- actually, an oncologist - whose job it is to break the
devastating news to you.

You have cancer… it has metastasized… and you only
have six months to live.

After the initial shock starts to wear off and you begin
processing the information, what is your next course of
action? Psychologists and other medical experts say that
there are at least five more steps of grief, ranging from
denial, anger, and bargaining to depression, and finally,
acceptance. Some models also include “testing” or
“seeking solutions” between the last two steps.

Whether your personal journey includes five steps, six,
or seven, the clock is ticking… and you now have just
three months to live.

When your eyes open on that morning when you realize
that you have less than 100 days left on this earth, how
do you decide to spend them? Do you report to the office
like usual or do you quit your job and book a round-the-
world cruise? Everyone around you keeps following their
regular routine, but there is nothing normal about your
daily schedule which is now filled with an endless series
of doctor appointments, medical treatments, and times of
reflection... and possibly remorse.

You now have just 30 days left. Tick, tock, tick, tock.

My guess is that you are now laser focused on getting
your financial affairs in order and taking care of your
funeral arrangements so that your loved ones won’t have
to bother. You are also seeking every opportunity to
spend time with your family and friends… and when you
do, you find yourself clinging to them longer and harder
than ever before. You also handwrite a few personal

notes for your spouse, your children, and your grandchil-
dren to read after you are gone while frantically seeking
forgiveness - and trying your very best to forgive others.

The last week of your earthly life is here. What will you
do with those final 168 hours? What will you try to
squeeze into those fleeting 10,090 minutes? And as you
lay your head on your pillow and prepare to draw your
last breath, what will you regret not having done?

DO IT NOW!!!

“Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know
what a day may bring forth.” Proverbs 27:1

“For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears
for a little time and then vanishes away.” James 4:14b

Listening to the Father’s Heart
by Os Hillman

Son, sometimes life throws you what feels like a
knockout punch. You can feel like life is not worth
living.   I am sure my son Moses felt that way when
he made the grievous decision to kill an Egyptian in
response to the brutalities committed by Pharaoh
against his people. Moses responded just as the
Egyptians did to situations they did not like--with
force, even murder. And afterwards, he had to flee to
Midian to escape Pharaoh. He lived with that failure
for 40 years. I had to be silent during that time. But in
time, look what I brought about from that situation. I
redeemed Moses' life and made his entire family my
change agents to deliver my people. I literally birthed
a nation through the Israelites’ hardships. I did similar
things in the lives of David, Peter, Daniel and Paul.
Establishing something that huge is sometimes like
passing through the eye of a needle.  Never count me
out son. I can turn the greatest disasters into the great-
est opportunities.

When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill
Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and
dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a
well. - Exodus 2:15

And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose. - Romans 8:28

Reprinted by permission from the author. To learn more, visit
http://www.MarketplaceLeaders.org
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A Hard Forehead and Stubborn Heart
by Alistair Begg

“All the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a
stubborn heart.” - Ezekiel 3:7

Are there no exceptions? No, not one. Even God’s cho-
sen are described in this way. If the best are so bad, then
what must the worst be like? Come, my heart, consider
to what extent you share in this universal accusation; as
you think, prepare to be ashamed of those things of
which you are guilty.

The first charge is impudence, or hardness of forehead,
an absence of holy shame, an unholy boldness in evil.
Before my conversion, I could sin and feel no regret,
hear of my guilt and remain unhumbled, and even con-
fess my iniquity without any accompanying humiliation.
When a sinner goes to God’s house and pretends to pray
to Him and praise Him, he displays a brazen-facedness
of the worst kind! Sadly, since the day of my new birth I
have doubted my Lord to His face, murmured unblush-
ingly in His presence, worshiped Him in a slovenly
manner, and sinned without bewailing myself on
account of it. If my forehead were not like a diamond,
harder than flint, I would display more holy fear and a
far deeper contrition of spirit. Woe is me, for I am one
of the impudent house of Israel.

The second charge is hard-heartedness, and I dare not
attempt to plead innocent here. Once I had nothing but a
heart of stone, and although through grace I now have a
new and fleshy heart, much of my former stubbornness
remains. I am not affected by the death of Jesus as I
ought to be; neither am I moved as I should be by the
lostness of my fellowmen, the wickedness of the times,
the chastisement of my heavenly Father, and my own
failures. O that my heart would melt at the recital of my
Savior’s sufferings and death. Would to God I were rid
of this dreadful burden within me, this hateful body of
death.

Blessed be the name of the Lord, the disease is not
incurable; the Savior’s precious blood is the universal
remedy, and it will effectually soften me, even me, until
my heart melts as wax before the fire.

Devotional material is taken from “Morning and Evening,” written
by C.H. Spurgeon, revised and updated by Alistair Begg. Copyright
© 2003, Good News Publishers

WHEW!!!

I don’t know about you, but reflecting on what God has
accomplished in six short months fills me with awe,
causes me to rejoice with thanksgiving, and - quite
frankly - makes me tired just thinking about it.
However, in the words of Jesus, we must “work the
works of Him who sent Me while it is day; [because]
the night is coming when no one can work.”

Thank you for your continued prayers and financial sup-
port, both of which are necessary to fulfill our calling
and the Great Commission.

A Midsummer Night’s Update
continued from page 1

Living H2O Initiative Photos
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Take a Risk! is a publication of Risk Takers for Christ, PO Box 651421, Vero Beach FL 32965-1421. 
Excerpts may be published or reproduced providing proper attribution is given.

Words of Wisdom from 
Charles Spurgeon
In their Christian
graces, no one virtue
should usurp the sphere
of another or feed off
the rest for its own 
support. Affection must
not smother honesty,
courage must not elbow
weakness out of the
field, modesty must not
jostle energy, and
patience must not
slaughter resolution. So
also with our duties. One must not interfere with
another; public usefulness must not injure private
piety; church work must not push family worship into
a corner. It is wrong to offer God one duty stained
with the blood of another. Each thing is beautiful in
its season, but not otherwise.

The same rule applies to our personal position. We
must take care to know our place, take it, and keep to
it. We must minister as the Spirit has given us ability,
and not intrude upon our fellow servant’s domain.
Our Lord Jesus taught us not to covet the high places,
but to be willing to be the least among our brothers
and sisters. Let us say no to an envious, ambitious
spirit; let us feel the force of the Master’s command
and do as He bids us, keeping in step with the rest of
the company. 
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Risk Takers to Host Star Parker
Star Parker, a nationally syndicated
columnist, author, and TV com-
mentator, will be speaking at a spe-
cial breakfast forum hosted by Risk
Takers for Christ and the Pastors
Association of Indian River County
on Friday, October 14th.

Star is a former welfare mom who
was radically saved and has since founded the Center
for Urban Renewal and Education in Washington DC.
CURE fights poverty and seeks to restore human dignity
through messages of faith, freedom and personal respon-
sibility. Star was also a candidate for the U.S. House of
Representatives in California.

The breakfast forum will be held at the Gifford
Community Center in Vero Beach FL. Seating is limited
to the first 150 people, so please mark your calendar
now. 

To read more about Star Parker, please click on the fol-
lowing link: https://premierespeakers.com/star-
parker/bio

You can also view her powerful personal testimony of
faith at the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7DM-qVFllDM

We Have a QR Code

Point your smart-
phone camera at
this QR code to
receive an uplift-
ing devotional
message each
weekday.

Everyone can use a spiritual lift in the morning, 
especially on weekdays when work, school, and other
demands vie for our time and attention... and sap our
strength. Risk Takers for Christ wants to help by
offering a free weekday devotional message that will
challenge and encourage you in your daily walk.


